PLAYING
THE

Drums

Drum beats, rudiments and rhythms for
the beginner to intermediate drummer

By David Thurlow

Courtesy of www.melodyshakers.com.au
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Bass and Snare Rock
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Rock Beats 1.0
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Rhythm Check - Stage 1
Level 1

crotchet

crotchet rest
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Try and count aloud as you play %
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Create your own 4 bar rhythm using crotchets and crotchet rests
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Rudiments

R =right hand L =left hand

Single Stroke Roll

Double Stroke Roll

Paradiddle

Single Stroke Roll

Double Stroke Roll

Paradiddle

R L R L R L R L

RLRULRLRL RLRILRTLRL

——

RRLLRRLTL RRLLIRRTLTL

——

RLRRLRLTL RLRRTLRLIL

© David Thurlow




Bass and Snare Rock (Part Two)
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Rock Beats 1.1
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Rhythm Check - Stage 1
Level 2

crotchet

crotchet rest
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Try and count aloud as you play% 3
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Create your own 4 bar rhythm using crotchets and crotchet rests
4
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David Thurlow

Create Your Own

Create your own rhythm by changing some of the crotchets into quavers
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Crotchet Rock

Y ]

=

=

¥
¢

N
Y 2

)
¢

A

(c) David Thurlow



Rock Beats 1.2
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Rhythm Check - Stage 1
Level 3

crotchet quavers
—
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Try and count aloud as you play

Create your own 4 bar rhythm using crotchets and quavers
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One Bar Rhythms
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More Rudiments

right hand flam left hand flam
Flams  — <
R L
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Create your own 4 bar rhythm using crotchet flams
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The Workout
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Rock Beats 1.3

crotchet hi-hats

o

VA

< <
7/ g /




Rhythm Check - Stage 1

Level 4
crotchet quavers crotchet rest
—
Try and count aloud as you play% s = S
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
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Create your own 4 bar rhythm using crotchets, crotchet rests and quavers
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Put 1t Together

One person plays drum kit while the other plays any other part of the kit. Swap parts.
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Rock Beats 1.4

semiquaver hi-hats

Try using both single handed sticking and alternate sticking on the hi-hats
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Playing Tip
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When using alternate sticking (RLRL) you don't need to hit the hi-hat if there is a snare hit.
Rockbeat number 2 has been notated differently to demonstrate this.
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One Bar Rhythms
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Rock Beats 1.5

Play through each of these using closed hi-hats and washy* hi-hats
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*Washy hi-hats are played by having the hi-hats slightly
open so that they are loosely together.
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Rhythm Check - Stage 1
Level 5

crotchet crotchet rest  quavers
|
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Try and count aloud as you play
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Put 1t Together (Part Two)

One person plays drum kit while the other plays any other part of the kit. Swap parts.
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Duets 1.0
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Rock Beats 1.6
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In these drum beats the stems of the snare notes point downwards.
This is done took make the music easier to read.
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Rock Beats 1.7
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Half Time 1.0
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Rock Beats 2.0
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Duets 1.0
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Rock Beats 2.1
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Six Eight
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Rock Beats 2.2
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Get the Buzz
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Rock Beats 3.0
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Rhythm Check - Stage 1

Level 6
tchet minum rest
crotehie crotchet rest ql,llaV?I'S —_— —
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Rock Beats 3.1
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Rhythm Check - Stage 2
Level 1

crotchet semiquavers —quavers
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Try and count aloud as you play
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One Bar Rhythms

Level 3
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Flam 1t up!
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Rock Beats 3.2
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Rhythm Check - Stage 2
Level 2

semiquavers quavers

crotchet rest | —
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Try and count aloud as you play
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Rhythm Check - Stage 2
Level 3

crotchet semiquavers quavers
crotchet rest
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Rhythm Check - Stage 2

Level 4
crotchet semiquavers quavers :
repeat signs
| | | | | |
A —— —=
¢ 7.
crotchet rest semiquavers + quaver

Make sure to keep track of where you are when repeating bars.
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Make sure that you still count even though there are no numbers given
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Get Syncopated
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Getting Tricky

w g UL BRI RMALLA0,

wJdr S S ) g0 L JRIR)

Sy Sl S S R S S

w iy L Fly Jh ) D0 JTT) G130

wd D D T SO, 200 D D) Sy,

Copyright © David Thurlow



Groovy Beats
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Half Time 2.0
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Put 1t Together (Part Three)

One person plays drum kit while the other plays any other part of the kit. Swap parts.
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Semiquaver Rock 1.0
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Semiquaver Rock 2.0
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Semiquaver Rock 3.0
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Thinking Differently
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Triplets
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